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Episcopal Diocese of Maryland Elects the Rev. Canon Eugene Taylor Sutton 
as its 14th Bishop
BALTIMORE – In accordance with the Canons and Constitutions of the Episcopal Church and the Diocese of Maryland, the Standing Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland today announced that the Rev. Canon Eugene Taylor Sutton was elected 14th Bishop of Maryland. Sutton was elected on the first ballot from a slate of five nominees. Total number of votes: 210 out of 370 possible. 
Sutton is the first African-American bishop for the Diocese of Maryland. The Electing Convention for the 14th Bishop of Maryland was held today at St. James’ Church, Lafayette Square, Baltimore.
In a statement to the members of the Diocese of Maryland, the bishop-elect said,  “I am both honored and humbled to be elected your bishop in the wonderful Diocese of Maryland.  I, [my wife] Sonya and our family look forward to being among you as fellow travelers in this exciting journey!

 

I would like to express my hopes and dreams for our new ministry together in the form of a prayer.  We continually give thanks to God, who in Christ makes ‘a new creation…the old has passed away, behold, all things have become new.”’ 
Bishops in the Episcopal Church are elected by ballot by both clergy and lay delegates. More than 450 people attended the Electing Convention. Of that, the voting Orders consisted of 151 lay delegates representing the diocese’s 117 churches and 219 clergy. Each cleric who is canonically resident in the Diocese of Maryland has a vote. Clergy serving under the jurisdiction of the diocesan bishop are canonically resident in that diocese. The two Orders vote by ballot separately and when one nominee receives a majority in each Order of the votes cast, then that person has been duly elected.
Scott Bellows, president of the diocese’s Standing Committee, immediately following the election said, “There is a real energy and excitement around bishop-elect Sutton when he engages people. In each of the interactions I observed he listened intently and responded intuitively about the future of the diocese and the Episcopal Church. The aura of spirituality that surrounds him is palpable. In my opinion Eugene’s election today, on the first ballot, is a clear affirmation of his ability to unite our diocese in its common call to ministry.”

The Rt. Rev. John L. Rabb, bishop suffragan of Maryland, was named bishop-in-charge of the diocese by the Standing Committee effective April 11, 2007. He will resume his position as bishop suffragan with the consecration of the new bishop on June 28.
Consents and Consecration
The next step in the process is the Consent for Ordination, which is given by a majority of both Standing Committees and bishops of the Episcopal Church. With a majority consensus of both parties, the Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, 
presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church, notifies the Standing Committee of the electing diocese and the bishop-elect of the church’s consent for ordination to bishop. 
With that consent, Sutton will be ordained and consecrated a bishop by the presiding bishop on Saturday June 28 at Reid Temple, an AME church in Prince Georges County. 

Reid Temple is located at 11400 Glenn Dale Boulevard, Glenn Dale. For information call 301-352-0320 or visit reidtemple.org. As details of the Consecration become available they will be posted online at ang-md.org. 
The search process began in February 2007. The Rt. Rev. Robert W. Ihloff, 13th bishop of Maryland, retired on April 10, 2007.
There were six nominees initially; however the Very Rev. Peter Eaton, rector and dean of St. John’s Cathedral, Denver, withdrew from the process on March 11.

The Standing Committee’s role is similar to that of a board of directors. The committee serves as the council of advice to the bishop(s), and when there is a vacancy in the office of bishop, the committee performs the duties and powers of the bishop in matters of governance. 

The Episcopal Diocese of Maryland is a Christian community of 22,000 households in 117 congregations covering 10 counties and Baltimore City. Please visit www.ang-md.org for more information. The Episcopal Church is a community of 2.4 million members in 100 nationwide dioceses, 10 overseas dioceses and six extra-provincial territories; www.episcopalchurch.org. The Anglican Communion is a global community of 77 million Anglicans in 38 member churches/provinces, of which the Episcopal Church is a member; www.anglicancommunion.org.
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