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BASIC READING  

IN THE SEARCH FOR RACIAL TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION 
IN THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF MARYLAND 

                 [* = Baltimore or Maryland specific; ** = Episcopal Church specific] 
                                
Alexander, Michelle, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the ge of Colorblindness. New Press, 2010. 
Bittker, Boris L., The Case for Black Reparations. Basic Books, 2003 edition. 
Blackmon, Douglas A. Slavery By Another Name, the Re-Enslavement of Black Americans from the Civil War to 
 World War II.  Doubleday, 2008. 
Branch, Taylor, At Canaan's Edge, America in the King Years 1965-68. Simon & Schuster, 2006 
........................  Parting the Waters, America in the King Years, 1954-63.  Simon & Schuster, 1988 
........................  Pillar of Fire, America in the King Years 1964-65. Simon & Schuster, 1998.      
Brooks, Roy L. Atonement and Forgiveness, a New Model for Black Reparations. University of  California, 
 2004. 
*,**Chandler (Green), Phyllis L. Heritage of Hope and Sacrifice, The Remarkable Journeys of Rev. William 
 Levington (St. James' Lafayette Square history). Uptown Press, 2002. 
**Delany, Sarah and Elizabeth, Having Our Say. Dell, 1993. 
**DeWolf, Thomas Norman.  Inheriting the Trade, A Northern Family Confronts Its Legacy as the Largest 
 Stave-Trading Dynasty in U.S. History.  Beacon Press, 2008.  SEE ALSO: video “Traces of the Trade”  
Douglass, Frederick, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, and American Slave,  Written by Himself. 
 Belknap Press/Harvard University Press, 1960 edition edited by Benjamin Quarles. 
Ellison, Ralph, Invisible Man. 1947. 
Franklin. John Hope, Mirror to America (autobiography). Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005. 
Franklin, John Hope and Alfred A. Moss, From Slavery to Freedom. A History of African Americans.  Random 
 House, originally published 1947, 8th edition 2000 
Harding, Vincent.  Hope and History, Why We Must Share the Story of the Movement. Orbis Books, 1990. 
Harvey, Jennifer, Karen A. Case and Robin Hawley Gorsline, eds. Disrupting White Supremacy From Within, 
 White People on What We Need to Do.  Pilgrim Press, 2004. 
Hill, Lawrence. Someone Knows My Name. W.W. Norton, 2007. 
Hood, Robert E.  Social Teaching in the Episcopal Church. Morehouse, 1990 
*James, Rawn Jr. Root and Branch: Charles Hamilton Houston, Thurgood Marshall, and the Struggle to 
 End Segregation. Bloomsbury Press, 2010. 
King, Martin Luther Jr. Why We Can't Wait. Signet, 1963 [and other works]  
Kozol, Jonathan. Savage Inequalities, Children in America's Schools. Crown, 1993 (HarperCollins, 1991) OR 
 The Shame of the Nation, The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America. Crown, 2005. 
Lawrence, Charles R. III and Mari J. Matsuda. We Won't Go Back, Making the Case for Affirmative Action. 
 Houghton Mifflin, 1997.           
**Lawrence-Lightfoot, Sara, Balm in Gilead. Addison Wesley, 1988 [biography of Margaret Lawrence,  first 
 African American woman to attend and graduate from Cornell medical school] 
**Lewis, Harold T. Yet With A Steady Beat, The African American Struggle for Recognition in the Episcopal  
 Church. Trinity Press Int'l, 1996. 
Lewis, David Levering. W.E.B. Du Bois (Vol I) Biography of a Race, 1868-1919. Henry Holt 1993. 
 (Vol II) The Fight For Equality and the American Century, 1919-1963. Henry Holt 2000. 
Litwack, Leon F. Trouble in Mind, Black Southerners in the Age of Jim Crow. Knopf, 1998. 
*, **Murray, Pauli, Song in a Weary Throat republished by University of Tennessee Press, 1989 as 
 Autobiography of a Black Activist, Feminist, Lawyer, Priest and Poet.  
*, **.............., Proud Shoes. The Story of an American Family. orig 1956, republished by Beacon Press,  1999. 
Newman, Richard S. Freedom's Prophet, Bishop Richard Allen, the AME Church and the Black  Founding 
 Fathers.  New York University Press, 2008 [Absalom Jones, first African American Episcopal priest, and 
 Richard Allen were close friends and led the movement for independent African American churches;  
 although this is a biography of Allen, it includes much information about Jones] 
 



*Pietila, Antero. Not In My Neighborhood, How Bigotry Shaped a Great American City [Baltimore]. Ivais R. 
 Dee (Chicago), 2010. 
*Rockman, Seth. Scraping By: Wage Labor, Slavery and Survival in Early Baltimore.  Johns Hopkins 
 University, 2009. 
**Rodman, Edward W. Let There Be Peace Among Us, A Story of the Union of Black Episcopalians.  Uon 
 of Black Episcopalians, 1989. 
*,**Rowan, Carl T., Dream Makers, Dream Breakers, The World of Justice Thurgood Marshall, 1993 
**Shattuck, Gardiner H. Jr. Episcopalians and Race, Civil War to Civil Rights.  University of Kentucky  Press, 
2000. 
*Skloot, Rebecca. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. Crown, 2010. 
*Smith, C. Fraser. Here Lies Jim Crow: Civil Rights in Maryland. Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008 
Takaki, Ronald. A Different Mirror, A History of Multicultural America. Little-Brown, 1993, 
Tochluk, Shelly, Witnessing Whiteness: First Steps Toward an Antiracist Practice and Culture. Rowman & 
 Littlefield Education, 2007. 
Tutu, Desmond, No Future Without Forgievenss. Doubleday, 1999. 
Wilkerson, Isabel. The Warmth of Other Suns, the Epic Story of American's Great Migration. Random   House, 
 2010. 
\*,**Williams, Juan. Thurgood Marshall, American Revolutionary.  Times Books, 1995. 
Winbush, Raymond A. Should America Pay? Slavery and the Raging Debate on Reparations. 
 Amistad/HarperCollins, 2003.          
Wise, Tim. Between Barack and A Hard Place, Racism and White Denial in the Age of Obama. City Lights 
 Books, 2009. 
Wood, Forrest G. The Arrogance of Faith, Christianity and Race in America from the Colonial Era to the  
 Twentieth Century.  Knopf, 1990. 
Woodward, C. Vann, The Strange Career of Jim Crow. Oxford, commemorative edition pb 2002 (orig.  1952) 
Zinn, Howard.  A People's History of the United States , HarperCollins 1990 edition  
 
Children's Books 
Berry, Mary Frances, My Face is Black Is True.  Knopf, 1999. 
Coles, Roberrt The Story of Ruby Bridges. Scholastic, 1995. 
de Angeli, Marguerite. Bright April. Doubleday, 1946. [First children's book to address racial prejudice, 
 set in Germnatown PA] 
Hoose, Philip, Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice.  Farrar Straus Giroux, 2009. 
 
Adult/Young Adult fiction and Letters – just about anything by 
Maya Angelou 
James Baldwin 
bell hooks 
Zora Neale Hurston 
Alice Walker 
Renita Weems  
 
 
VIDEOS 
**Mine Eyes Have Seen the Savior. Office of Black Ministries. The Episcopal Church Center, 815 
 Second Avenue, New York NY 10017. A 2 ?volume” video of oral and historical stories that 
 have shaped Black Ministries in the Episcopal Church. 
**Traces of the Trade: A Story from the Deep North. The story of the DeWolf Family, Episcopalain, 
 Rhode Island, the richest slave-trading family in the history of the United States. 

 
 


